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Howard's fall. All that the latter really had done
was to place Norfolk and the French sympathisers
under a cloud, and make Gardiner entirely master
of the situation whilst he carried out the King's
own policy.
Henry  returned  to  Greenwich  for   Christmas
1541, and at once began his bargaining to sell his
alliance with the Emperor at as high a price as
possible.   He had already in hand the stoppage of
trade with Flanders, which his ministers were still
laboriously and stiffly discussing with the Emperor's
representatives.   Any  concession  in   that  respect
would have to be paid for.   The French, too, were
very  anxious,  according to his  showing,  for  his
friendship,  and were offering him all manner of
tempting matrimonial alliances; and when Henry,
on the day after Christmas Day, received Chapuys
at Greenwich, he was all smiles, but determined
to make the best of his opportunities.   The Emperor
had just met with a terrible disaster at sea during
his operations against Algiers, and had returned
to Spain depressed at his losses, and the more ready
to make terms with Henry if possible.   Chapuys
was a hard bargainer, and it was a fair game of
brag that ensued between him and Henry.   Chapuys
began by flattering the King: " and got him into
very high spirits by such words, which the Lord
Privy Seal (i.e. Fit^william) says are never thrown
away upon him," and then told him that he would
give him in strict confidence some important in-
formation about French intrigues.
After dinner the ball opened in earnest, Chapuys
and Henry being alone and seated, with Fitzwilliam,
Russell, and Browne at some distance away. The